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INCENSE OF SACRIFICE

MALAYSIAN ASSEMBLY ELDERS’ and WORKERS’ CONFERENCE

July 21-23, 1996 at Genting View Resort, Genting Highlands
Devotion 1: 
The Holy Incense for Sacrifice [Work]
By K. C. Ung

Reading:  The Sweet Incense.
Exo.  30:34-38
A.
The Contemplation of Worship or the Composition of the Incense:  
Exo.  30:34, 35

1.
The Uniqueness of the Spices - the words occur nowhere else in the Bible.

a.
Stacte: (Heb. nataph). An unknown spice. The word comes from a primary root, 

to ooze, i.e. distill gradually, by impl. to fall in drops; fig. to speak by inspiration; a drop  


cf. The inspired words that dropped from the lips of Jesus.
Jn. 7:46


b.
Onycha: (Heb. shecheleth) i.e. made from the shells of a species of aromatic mussel;


from an unused root.

c.
Galbanum - (Heb. chelbenah); a fragrant gum. From an unused root meaning to be fat;

fat, whether lit. or fig.; hence the richest or choice part:


cf. The best of Christ as seen in the Burnt Offering with the whole bullock sacrificed to God 

and the Fat specially belonging to the Lord.
Lev. 1:8, 9 cf. 3:16

2.
The Sweetness of the Spices.
Take unto thee sweet spices.  
Exo.  30:34

(Heb. cam); from an unused root meaning to smell sweet; an aroma:--sweet (spice).

a.
The
Portrayal of Christ in His Sacrifice as a Sweet Savour.
Eph. 5:2

b.
The Preparation of Sweet Spices to anoint the body of Jesus.
Mark 16:1

c.
Our Proclamation of the Gospel is a Sweet Savour unto the Lord.
II Cor. 2:15, 16 cf. I Cor. 15:3, 4

“In ancient triumphs, abundance of perfumes and sweet odours were used; so the name and salvation of Jesus, as ointment poured out, was a sweet savour diffused in every place. Unto some, the gospel is a savour of death unto death. They reject it to their ruin. Unto others, the gospel is a savour of life unto life: as it quickened them at first when they were dead in trespasses and sins, so it makes them more lively, and will end in eternal life. Similar to the incense burned in a Roman parade, the believer's service in spreading the gospel is a sweet fragrance to the Lord.
d.
Our Presentation of Gifts is a Sweet Savour unto God. Phil. 4:18

3.
The Worthiness of the Pure Frankincense.

a.
The Fragrance of pure Frankincense.

Christ’s Fragrant Name and Life.
Cf. Song. 1:3


It was prohibited from use with the Sin Offerings of turtle doves or pigeons.
Lev. 5:11

b.
The Frankness of pure Frankincense.

“Pure” (Heb. zak) = clear: clean, pure.

It was used with the Meal Offerings to typify the Fine (Rev. 19:8), Purity of His Righteous Life. 










Lev. 2:1, 2, 15, 16; 6:15

c.
The Flavour of pure Frankincense.




(lebownah or lebonah); from  (Heb. laban); = white cf. frankincense 


(from its whiteness or perhaps that of its smoke).


It was used with the shewbread on the Table.




Lev. 24:7

B.
The Commitment to Worship or the Confection of the Incense.
Exo. 30:34, 35

1.
There is Balance in the Spices.
of each shall there be a like weight:
a) As the Spices speak of Christ’s Worthiness, Christ is Balanced in all His Attributes.

b) As the Spices speak of the Christian’s Worship, he/she must be Balanced in his/her Adoration.


He/she must worship in Spirit and in Truth.
Jn. 4:24

He/she must worship in Spirit and in Truth.
Jn. 4:24

i.
Worship is according to the Spirit.


· Because of God’s Attribute 

-  God is Spirit 


Jn. 4:24

· Because of the Worshipper’s Approach.
-  He must be willing in spirit 
Lev. 1:2a


    




    If any man of you bring an offering

· Because of the Worshipper’s Attitude.
 -  He must be Spirit-filled.
Cf. Exo. 31:2,3; 37:1, 29


(The Incense was compounded by Bezaleel, a man filled with the Spirit of God.)

ii.
Worship is according to His Truth.

   ye shall bring your offering of the cattle, Lev. 1:2b

· The Ingredients are Specified
- 
No Substitutes.

· The Weights are Specified
-
No Compromise.

2.
There is a Blending of the Spices.





Exo. 30:35


And thou shalt make it a perfume, a confection after the art of the apothecary, tempered together, 

[Lit., salted to assure rapid burning of the incense and to preserve it until used] pure and holy: 

a.
A Tempering to form one Entity.
a perfume.


The Burnt, Meal and Peace offerings are all one offering of a sweet savour.

b.
A Tempering to form one Unity.
tempered together.
Cf. I Cor. 12:24, 25ff; 

c.
A Tempering of Sanctity.
pure and holy.




Worship must be holy and must come from holy hands. 



Cf. Exo. 29:1-4; I Tim. 2:8

3.
It is to be Beaten Small.
Exo. 30:36

a.
God’s Appreciation of the Particular in Christ’s Sacrifice, yet not losing sight of the Whole.


The Burnt Offering was cut into its Parts and laid on the Altar.
Lev. 1:6-8

b.
Christ’s Approach into God’s Presence on the basis of His Sacrificial Work.


Christ is the Anti-type of Aaron the High Priest.
Heb. 5:4, 5


And he [Aaron] shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar 

before the LORD, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the veil:

Exo. 30:36; Lev. 16:12

i.
Christ’s Substitutionary Work for Sin - He was Judged. 
burning coals of fire from off the altar.
ii.
Christ’s Satisfactory Work in pleasing God in all details.
his hands full of sweet incense beaten small
C.
The Commendation of Worship as seen in the Commanded use of the Incense.

1.
Its Place.
Exo. 30:36

a.
It is to be before the Testimony
- the Role of the Incense before the Testimony:

i.
The Altar of incense stands before the Ark of Testimony.
Exo. 40:5


App. Thou shalt not appear before God empty.
Deut. 16:16b

ii.
The Cloud of the Incense Covers the mercy seat upon the testimony.
Lev. 16:13, 14


The two-fold Atonement Cover on Atonement Day:

· The Blood of the Bullock

- The Condition for God to Meet Man.
Lev. 16:13, 14 cf. Exo. 25:22

· To be Sprinkled on the Mercy Seat once
- God’s Appreciation of Christ’s Sacrifice.

· To be Sprinkled before the Mercy Seat seven times. - Man’s Appeasement of his Conscience.

· The Covering Cloud of Incense 
- The Condition for Man to Meet God.
Exo. 30:36b

b.
It is to be in the Tabernacle of the Congregation.

i.
There is an appointed Place of Meeting.




Deut. 16a cf. Heb. 10:24, 25

ii.
There is a Promise of Meeting.
Matt. 18:20

2.
Its Proper use.

a.
Offered only by Priests (those of the seed of Abraham).
Num. 16:40 cf. I Chr. 9:30


Worship cannot be offered by unbelievers - Approach to God is not possible without Atonement.

b.
To be Presented (burnt) only by the fire from off the altar.
Num. 16:46 cf. Lev. 9:24


Worship is only acceptable because of Christ’s Burnt Sacrifice. 

c.
Offered Perpetually - morning and evening.
Ex 30:7, 8; II Chr. 13:11. 

d.
Offered on the Golden Altar of Incense. A Place specified for it.
Ex. 40:5, 27 cf. Rev. 8:4

e.
To make Propitiation (atonement) for sin.
Lev. 16:12, 13; Num.16:46, 47

f.
To be taught and Practised as part of the Law.




Deut. 33:10 cf. Jn. 4:24


They that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

3.
Its Prohibition.
Exo.  30:37, 38

a.
This Form of the Incense is not for Personal use.
- ye shall not make to yourselves
i.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
John 3:6
ii.
For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
   
    contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

Gal 5:17  

b.
The Formulation of the Perfume is Holy.


As for the perfume which thou shalt make, according to the composition thereof: it shall be unto thee holy for the LORD
c.
The Fragrance of the Perfume is Unique.


Whosoever shall make like unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his people.
4.
Its Punishment for improper use.
Exo.  30:38

a.
Nadab and Abihu were punished for....
Lev. 10:1, 2

i..
Offering Strange fire, i.e. the use of coals of fire that were not taken from the brazen altar as prescribed 

(See 6:12-13; cf. 9:24).

ii.
Offering incense other than at the morning or evening sacrifice.
cf. Ex. 30:7-8
iii.
Offering incense while they were drunk because a prohibition against drinking 

immediately followed their punishment.
v. 9 cf. Eph. 5:18
b.
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram were punished for...
Num. 16:9-14

i.
Coveting the priestly functions assigned to Aaron.
Num. 16:9-11


God has assigned men to lead, and others not assigned and women to submit.
cf. 1 Cor 11:3

ii.
Charging Moses with ambitions to lord it over the people and of throwing dust in their eyes.
v. 14






c.
Uzziah was punished for ...
2 Chr 26:16-21


Offering incense in the house of the Lord. 


He was usurping prerogatives that had been assigned to the priests and 

he became a leper till the day of his death. 

Conclusion:

God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.  John 4:24
And walk in love,
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. Eph 5:2
